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I would very much  like   to   ask you two questions about
this expedition, if you will permit me."    He very frankly
said: " You are at perfect liberty to ask any question bear-
ing on this matter."     Then I said :  " What is the object of
this raid?"    He answered: "To destroy the bridges over
the main lines of the enemy's communications.    Jt will go
far to separate   their  armies, and put them at our mercy."
I said : " But what do you think of our chances of success?"
"That depends upon   circumstances," he replied.    "If the
enterprise can  be carried out as planned by Mr, Andrews,
I think  the  chances very good indeed ;   but if  any delay
happens, the difficulty will be increased."    I asked: "Why
so, General?"     He   answered:  "Because, as the armies
draw nearer, the roads will be more occupied with troops
and stores moving1 back and forth, and these will be in your
way."    Then again   pausing  for a  minute, he continued:
"Your mission is very hazardous.     It is not pleasant for
me to send such a number of picked men into the enemy's
power; hut in war great risks must be run, and wo are en-
gaged in a war of right and wrong1.     Armed  treason must
be met and conquered ; and if you fall you die in a glorious
cause.    I   have   great   confidence in  Mr, Andrews, your
leader.    I trust   that   the  Great Ruler of the destinies of
man will protect you all."     He grasped  my hand, and ter-
minated the interview.     I never saw him again.

It is evident from this interview that General Mit-
chel Lad weighed the chances himself, and regarded
the success of the expedition as possible but hazar-
dous; that he laid great stress oo the attempt being
made in time, and that he expected the destruction
of the bridges would "go far to separate their lines
and put them at our mercy." That it would be at
least a temporary protection to his left, if on the de-
fensive, after capturing the region lie then intended
to seize, is evident to any one.

Andrews met his men after dark in a wood with-
out the limits of the town of Slielbyville, and whilements to  secure some   of the stock
